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Participants of Note in 

Northtown Mall Grand Opening 
 

 Minnesota Governor Wendell Anderson 

     Developer Robert Muir & Mrs. Muir 

     Peggy Lee—singer, friend of Muir & investor 

     Gisele MacKenzie—singer and actor, star of 

 ‘Your Hit Parade’ 

     Johnny Whitaker—star TV Show ‘Family Affair’ 

     Casey Jones—local children’s TV entertainer 

     The Harry Blons Dixieland Band 

     Blaine Mayor Roger Barnes 

     Mayors of Spring Lake Park, Coon Rapids,   

 Mounds View & Anoka 

Grand Opening preview party at Northtown.  The 

champagne fountain and the fashions are 

unmistakably of the era.  October 10, 1972   

Merchant directory from the first mall brochure.  The right panel shows artist renderings 

and descriptions of the public rest areas—as well as the aquarium, which was located in 

front of Woolworth’s and was beloved by children and adults through the early 1980’s. 

Grand Opening advertisement from the Minneapolis 

Star newspaper.  The text of the ad describes many of 

the mall’s features and components.  

Invitation to Northtown Mall 

Grand Opening preview party. 

VIPs inspect construction at sunken aquarium area.   (back)  Parents of Robert Muir

(middle) Peggy Lee, Robert Muir, Gov. Anderson   (front)  Johnny Whitaker 

 


