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SENATOR ELWELL’S RECORD

Senator Elwell was born in Minne-
apolis and has built his life and char-
acter into the structure of the city of
his birth. i

““Mr. Elwell never goes afteﬁr anything
unless it is worth while, and he never
fails to get what he goes after.”

During the eight years that he was

State Senator, 1906-1914, he secured
the foilowing legisiation for the State
University:

‘#“The Greater University Campus.”

Street car extension to Agricultural
College.

Bill resulting in removal of N, P.
R. R. tracks from campus.

Author of Elwell Good Roads Law.

As Precident of the City Planning
Commission 1921-25, he advocated the
present Zoning Law which protects
the home owner from the encroach-
ment of factories, stores, and apart-
ments.

Mr. Elwell insists that every dollar
spent in the public service bring 1009%
returns in goods or service.

One of the most far-sighted and
broadly constructive of the Builders of
Minngapolis.
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Images of “The Elwell Grade”

Original roadsign (in possession of James Elwell’s
descendents) and image of the road, ca. 1892.



“Each year . . . to pay the land taxes — on the
last possible day of the month of May, Father
would pick from the sand dunes of Anoka County
an armful of Penstemon Grandiflora which he
called ‘monkey flowers’.” (daughter Mary Elwell)
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Mr, Elwell suffered = stroke sixj
ears ago on his return from a wa-
rways meeting In St. Louls which|
ade him a memi-invalid. However,
iz condition did not become mUu)I

nti! several weeks ago.

Mr. Elwell's political career started
n I3 with his election a3 = repre-
emu\n in the Minaesota Lcnxh-
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Im (6"the Stats Senate 2sd itTwas
urmg his ferm there that he drafted

e law Dbearing his name. The_ act
rovides for assessment and acqui-
bition of property for pubdlic improve-

nents and has been used az model
egislation by many other states.

‘Supported Latger-U, Campus.

It was while he was in the Senals
[hat the project for enlargement of
|he Univeraity of Minnesota campus
fama up, Senator Elwell becams an

dent advocate of the plan and it

ag largely through his efforts that

@ Zreater campus became g reality,
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egislator for a quarter of a cen-
ury, Mr. Elwell's influence Is still
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Food Roads association much of the
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Mr. Elwell was born In St An-
thony, the oldest of eight childrea,
kttended - school at Cottage Grove
d laler Carieton college, .

Became Manofacturer,

He left college to start manulac-
ure of a bed spring he had patented
this venture later grew into the
innezpolis Furniture Co. and the
inbeapolis Bedding Co. He also
2d wide real eastate interesis in Min-

e

JFormer State Senator Was)
Leader in Waterway and
Good Roads Movements.

James T. Elwell, 78 years old,
father of the Elwell law for financ-
ng_munlcipal improvements and 3
Ploneer In Minnesota g00d  roads
movements, d'ed Thursday In hiy
home, B4S. Fourteenth-avenue south
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Political cartoon, extolling the virtues of James
Elwell as a builder of roads. (source unknown)



